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Agency monitoring responsibilities 

State statute assigns the LJIC monitoring responsibilities for the following agencies:

? Department of Corrections
? Department of Justice
? Liaison with Judicial Branch

The Legislative Council has adopted certain guidelines for interim committee activities and requests that a
portion of each agenda specifically set aside time for rule review issues and public comment.  Each interim
committee is also responsible for approving agency legislation for drafting.        
(See Tab #1)

Assigned study

The LJIC has been assigned the SJR 31 study, which requests an examination of juvenile justice in general
and of juvenile probation in particular.  A preliminary study plan outline was presented to the Legislative
Council.  
(See Tab #2)

Emerging issues

State statute: The LJIC is directed by law to exercise its own initiative to:

? identify law and justice issues likely to require legislative attention in the next session; 

? improve existing law through analysis of problems experienced with the application of the law by an
agency; and

? provide a forum for feedback from the state's citizens regarding the operation of assigned agencies.

Audits:  A Legislative Performance Audit on Montana Juvenile Justice was done in June 1993 and some of
the findings and recommendations may still be relevant.

Four legislative performance audits have been conducted and reported on from 1998-2002 with regard to the
Department of Corrections.  These audits cover the following areas:

? Board of Pardons and Parole
? Out-of-Home Placement of Juvenile Offenders
? Inmate Medical Services
? Community Corrections Intensive Supervision Program and Pre-Release Centers

A performance audit has been proposed on "Early Intervention Services for Delinquent Youths", which the
Legislative Audit Committee has listed as High to Medium in its order of priority, placing it behind 7 audits
of higher priority and in a group of 11 other audits also listed as High to Medium priority.

Members:  Committee members have also identified certain areas of policy interest.
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(See Tab #3)

PROPOSED ALLOCATION OF RESOURCES

SJR 31 and Youth Court Act: 50%

Emerging issues: 30%

Agency monitoring/rules issues: 20%
  (included review of legislative proposals)

PROPOSED MEETING SCHEDULE

Mtg No. Day Date Location

Mtg #1 Tues Aug. 5, 2003 Capitol, Helena

Mtg #2 Thurs Oct. 23, 2003 Supreme Court Bldg, Helena

Mtg #3 Thurs Jan. 8, 2004  Pine Hills, Miles City

Mtg #4 Thurs March 18, 2004  Riverside, Boulder

Mtg #5 Thurs May 20, 2004 Warm Springs or Deer Lodge

Mtg #6 Thurs July 15, 2004 Capitol, Helena

Mtg #7 Wed Sept 8, 2004 Capitol, Helena

PORTIONS OF EACH AGENDA

I. Approval of minutes from previous meetings

II. Rule review matters, if any

III. SJR 31 study, until finished

IV. Emerging issues of interest to committee members

V. Agency issues, if any

VI. Public comment

VII. Instructions to staff 

SUBSTANCE AND CONTENT

Testimony from invited speakers, experts, consultants, interested public

Staff presentations as requested to answer specified study questions
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Committee member discussion and questions


